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Cover Photo: Santa Randy Richardson 

Be Our Next Cover! 
Santa Randy Richardson (NH) holds a little one 
safely in his arms. Submit your seasonal photo for 
the Summer Newsletter by July 15, 2019, and you 
may find yourself on the cover of the next 
Christmas Connections. See page 22 for photo requirements. 

Click the camera to email your photo  
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Regional Representatives and Affiliated Chapters 

Regional Representatives  

North West—Open PacWest—Int’l 
Michael Ridder (AZ) 

MRidder@IBRBSantas.org 

Rocky Mountain 
William “Mac” McPherson (CO) 
WMcPherson@IBRBSantas.org  

North Central—Open 

South Central 
Bob McMasters (TX) 

BMcMasters@IBRBSantas.org  

Mid-Central 
Margie Wolczak (IN) 

MWolczak@IBRBSantas.org 

South East 
John D. Williams 

JDWilliams@IBRBSantas.org 

Mid-East 
Tom Bailey (VA) 

TBailey@IBRBSantas.org 

North East 
Howard Bristow (MA) 

HBristow@IBRBSantas.org 

 

To learn more about becoming a Regional or District 
Representative, send an email to 

VolunteerCoordinator@IBRBSantas.org 

Affiliated Chapters 
If you are not yet a member of a local Chapter, 
we encourage you to join or start one. Our 
Membership Team can help. 

North West 

NorPac Santas ~ Santa’s Pack 

Pacific/West/International 

Arizona Santas ~ Inland Empire Santas ~ NorCal 
Santas ~ SoCal Santas ~ Surfside Santas 

Rocky Mountains  

Enchanted Santas of NM ~ Idaho Santas ~ Pike’s Peak 
Santas ~ Rocky Mountain Santas ~ Utah Santas 

North Central 

Great Lake Santas ~ Midwest Santas ~   
Santas of the Ozarks  

South Central 

Diamond State Santas ~ Krewe of Kringles ~ 
Midsouthern Santa Society ~ Nashville/Middle 

Tennessee Santas ~ Oklahoma Santas ~  
Texas State Santas 

Mid-Central 

Bluegrass Santas ~ Heart of Ohio Santas ~  
Hoosier Santas ~ Northern Illinois Santas ~ The 
Indiana Santa Claus Society ~  Wisconsin Santas 

South East 

Cotton State Santas ~ Dixie Coast Santas ~ Georgia 
Metro Santas ~ Long Leaf Pine Santas ~  RBS of North 
Georgia ~ Palm Tree Santas ~ Peachtree Santas of GA 

~ South Carolina Santas ~ Triangle Santa Buddies 

Mid-East 

Colonial Santas ~ Garden State Santas ~ Heart of 
Virginia Jolly Old Elves & Friends ~ New Jersey Santas 
~ Santas of the Mid-Atlantic ~ South Shore Santas ~ 

You Sleigh Me 

North East  

Lower-Hudson Valley Santas ~  
The New England Santa Society ~ North East Santas 

 
Welcome to our newest affiliated Chapters 

Garden State Santas 

 Peachtree Santas of GA, Inc. 

South Shore Santas 

Heart of Virginia Jolly Old Elves & Friends 
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Dear Members: 

We are a third of the way through 2019, and many of us are already locking in our 
Christmas Season. Your IBRBS Board of Directors has been very busy the last few 
months. In February, we had the elections for the Board Directors, and Don White and Bo Turner were 
reelected. Deanna Golden and Don Fasig were newly elected Board members. Deanna has been with us 
serving as International Secretary, but now has become the first woman to be an elected board member in 
IBRBS. 

In April, the Board held its biennial face-to-face Board meeting in Atlanta, GA at the Grand Hyatt hotel. The 
Hyatt will be the host hotel for the ISC2020 Atlanta. We had very fruitful discussions with the management 
concerning food, accommodations, and convention spaces. We also had 16 hours of intense Board meetings, 
discussing where we have come and our future expectations for the organization, under these strategic goals 
that we defined in 2017: 

1) Improve and strengthen governance. 

2) Develop a strong and stable financial structure. 

3) Continue building membership through Regions, Districts, and Chapters. 

4) Provide innovative and superior benefits, programs, and training. 

5) Create an international footprint. 

I have heard comments on the Internet that some believe the IBRBS Board has a secret agenda. Yes, we do 
have an agenda, and it is to build the best and healthiest organization for our members. We are trying to 
increase our membership in order to have a better bargaining stand when we are discussing insurance and 
background checks, and also when we are looking for venues for our ISC. Corporation and business entities 
within and outside the Christmas community are starting to take notice. By strengthening our governance and 
our operating structure, along with a strong and stable financial structure, we are guaranteeing a strong base to 
continue increasing our membership and guaranteeing a benefit package in scholarships, grants, affordable 
insurance and background checks, along with educational benefits and mentoring of new members. All of this 
is our SECRET AGENDA. And all done by volunteers. 

I do realize that many of our members still work for a living, have a business, or are otherwise involved with 
family affairs and cannot devote time to volunteer. But, I ask you to support us, to VOTE, and to respond to 
our surveys. If you have a bone to pick, don't bombard social media; please contact us first. 

As one final thought, please keep the Spirit of Christmas in your heart throughout the year.  

God Bless. 

Sincerely 

Frederick Selinsky 

IBRBS Board Chair 

From the Chair, Fred Selinsky 

Fred lives in Sun City, AZ, and also leads the Arizona 
Santas, Mrs. Claus & Elves affiliated Chapter. 
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Your Vote! Your Voice! Your Future! 

Meet Your Board of Directors 

Thank you to each of you who took the time to vote for your Board of Directors in February. We work 
for you, and do our best to represent your interests to bring you the best programs and services 
available to professional Santas and Mrs. Clauses. Your Board was officially seated in March, and is 
already hard at work to serve you. We thank you for your trust in us as we focus on our future! 

Fred Selinsky (AZ) 
Chair 

Stephen P. Arnold (TN) 
President/CEO 

Tom Carmody (CO) 
Director/Officer 

Howie Graham (MD) 
Director/Officer 

Steve Eastis (CA) 
Director 

Deanna Golden (AZ) 
Director/Officer 

Bo Turner (OK) 
Director/Officer 

Don White (CA) 
Director 

Johnathan Burton (CA) 
Director 

Keith Carson (FL) 
Director 

Don Fasig (FL) 
Director 

Bob Elkin (FL) 
President Emeritus/Director 
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Thank you Steve Eastis! 

Since IBRBS’ inception, Steve Eastis has served 
in a number of roles, and for the past several 

years has been your CFO and Treasurer. Steve 
has decided to step down from those duties, but 

will remain actively involved supporting the 
membership as an elected Director. 

The Board of Directors is indebted to Steve for 
his tireless service and passion to IBRBS, and 
we look forward to his continued support to 

serve you, the members. 

https://the-santa-claus-conservatory.com/?Target=%22_blank%22
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Renewal Updates From Your Membership Team 

Renewal season is almost here! While many of our members use the summer to relax and vacation, 
your IBRBS Board and Volunteers are busy gearing up for the 2019-2020 renewal process. Renewals 
will begin in mid-August, for the membership period October 1, 2019—September 30, 2020. A few 
simple steps now will make your renewal even easier.  

1. Visit your Member Dashboard at Members.IBRBSantas.org to update your Profile information. 
Double-check your address and phone number, and confirm that you have uploaded a recent 
photo of you in character. 

2. If your email address has changed, contact our Webmaster at Webmaster@IBRBSantas.org to 
update your information. 

Starting with the 2019-2020 membership year, dues will increase to $32.50, the first time an increase 
has been necessary. With a tightening budget and increasing costs, this small increase is needed to 
continue to offer the programs and benefits you have come to expect from IBRBS: (1) the 
International Santa Celebrations (ISC) every two years, (2) two educational Scholarship programs, (3) 
the Santa’s Heart program, (4) subsidized Background Checks, (5) comprehensive Entertainers’ 
Liability insurance, (6) communications, (7) affiliated Chapter benefits, and more. Be sure to read 
your Newsletters, email announcements, and to visit the members-only Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/groups/IBRBSantas for the latest information about these and other benefits.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all the Volunteers who serve you, thank you for being a 
member of the world’s largest organization of professional Santas and Mrs. Clauses. 

Regards, 

Membership Services 

https://ibrbsclothing.qbstores.com/?target=%22_blank%22
https://members.IBRBSantas.org
mailto:webmaster@IBRBSantas.org
https://Facebook.com/groups/IBRBSantas
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Joe Grady Michael Hebron 

Ken Shaw Joseph Kapelewski Gary Iden 

Ralph Gould 

2019 Scholarship Recipients Announced! 
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If you’ve ever attended one of our Christmas events, you’ve probably seen 
Elf Silvia. Since she is involved in virtually everything we do, she’s hard to 
miss. When needed, she uses her skill as a photographer to take Santa 
pictures. She uses her well-honed communication skills to mentor and 
comfort children. She uses her ability as a teacher to act as Curator of the 

Santa Claus Museum, guiding visitors through 
the displays and explaining the exhibit items. 
She has led groups in singing at our “North 
Pole’s Got Talent” karaoke activity. And she is 
an experienced truck driver so she can drive, maneuver, unload, and load 
the truck wherever it is needed. In short, Elf Silvia can coordinate and 
manage an entire production, regardless of how small or large it might be. 
She has become Santa’s right arm. 

Actually, her leadership ability has a lot to do with her background. You see, Elf Silvia is really 
Sergeant First Class Silvia Herrera from the Arizona Army National Guard where she has served for the 
past 18 years. She was even deployed as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003-2004). Military 
service provides a wealth of opportunities for professional and personal growth. Silvia has taken 
advantage of all of them and in turn, our events and all those who attend them benefit through her 
experience.   

(Continued on page 16) 

The Secret Life of Elf Silvia 

By Santa Pat de Haan 

The motto of the Army 

National Guard is 

"Always Ready, Always 

There," and that’s 

exactly how Silvia 

conducts her life. 
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ISC 2020 Atlanta: Focus on Our Future 

 

Next April, the ISC2020 Atlanta will take place at the Grand Hyatt Buckhead. We are expecting up to 
600 Christmas professionals, and an event this size will require a lot of coordination, and some ‘boots 
on the ground’ help from the three affiliated Chapters in Georgia. Step up Peachtree Santas, RBS of 
North Georgia, and the Georgia Metro Santas! Collectively, these three groups will be an extension of 
the ISC Planning Team, helping to make sure each attendee has a ‘peachy’ time. On April 27, 2019, 
IBRBS VP Tom Carmody visited Atlanta to meet with the Chapters, and he talked about the ISC plans. 
Everyone who attended was excited to hear about some of the ISC2020 details, and they are prepared 
to ’gear’ up to help make this a fantastic experience, filled with surprising entertainment, incredible 
workshops, fabulous food, phenomenal camaraderie, and so much more. 

Check your email for the latest ISC Flash, which contains more updates on hotel reservations, parking, 
RV options, registration status, and more. Online hotel reservations will open first, followed shortly by 
applications for Vendors, and then quickly by the registration system. A few teasers about that...we 
are using an online registration system that should make it easy for those attending to record your 
registration of one or more persons, select your meals, pre-order merchandise, donate to a fund for 
selected charitable organizations, and even select installment payments. Later, using the same 
software system, you will be able to sign up for workshops and activities, and even add those 
reminders to your personal calendar. Don’t like long check-in lines? Check-in will be an easy process 
using your smart phone or tablet. 

Visit the ISC Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/IBRBS.ISC/ to stay in touch and 
connect with your colleagues.  

Peachtree Santas: The group gathered in Marietta GA for their Spring 

gathering. What a great group who, along with the RBS of North GA 

and the GA Metro Santas, will be our hosts for the 2020 ISC.  

Peachtree Santas of GA, Inc. Board of Directors 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/IBRBS.ISC/
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somewhat reticent about 
seeing Santa so soon after 
Christmas, they were 
pretty scarce. We knew we 
were seriously outshone by 
the local law enforcement 
teams who did Para militaristic pushups to 
prepare to plunge. It was impressive, they had 
raised many thousands of dollars, “whew, they 
are taking the spotlight, no one will notice that we 
are even here in our somewhat stylized street 
bathing suits.” See, since this was the first time, I 
just didn’t make the effort to have one of those 
cute Victorian bathing costume matching sets 
made…much to my 
eventual regret.  

The local CBS affiliate was 
filming and was delighted 
to have a new angle on 
the story, he wanted an 
interview with us 
afterward. Thank heavens 
we have done enough 
training over the years to 
be comfortable in front of a camera, we stayed on 
message, our facial angles/smiles good and our 
backstory was intact. It went fine, I had no idea of 
the real backstory until later that night when the 
news came out. The interview part was great, the 
shots of us doing the Macarena were great, then 
Santa so sweetly pointed out the moment I 
turned my back when getting out to be handed 
my robe. My lightweight sarong wrap skirt 
fluttered in the chilly wind, fully exposing my black 
spandex covered derriere! I can only quote 
Scarlett O'Hara, "It's for the cause." But no one 

(Continued on page 14) 

The Rest of the Story; A Polar Plunge Reveal 

By Jocelyn Whitney (Jossie Claus) 

Ten years ago, heck one year ago, if you’d told me 
I'd show my backside in a one piece swimsuit on 
the evening news at this age/size, I'd have put you 
in a straitjacket. But somehow, that’s exactly what 
happened last Saturday at the Tulsa Polar Plunge 
for Special Olympics. Our state chapter president 
is always warning us, “beware what you do, a 
camera is always present,” little did I know it 
would be aimed at my rear end! We signed up for 
this charity event last summer. Our local 
Oklahoma Santas Tulsa area group was meeting 
and thinking of fun things for the group to do 
together. Somehow, we ended up the only 
Clauses insane enough to take the plunge. With 
some help from our fellow members, though, we 
did raise a respectable amount of money for first 
timers.  

So I found myself at 10:00 a.m. on February 23 in 
40-degree water doing the Reindeer Macarena 
with Santa Bob. The children there were 

I learned years ago 

from the film Funny 

Girl to use humor to 

cover your 

insecurities and to 

keep control of 

uncomfortable 

situations. 
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The Mrs. Claus Corner: Beautiful People 
By Mrs. Claus Deanna Golden 

Recently, People Magazine named its Most 
Beautiful People for 2019. The magazine has been 
showcasing the most beautiful since 1990, 
celebrating outward beauty, yet espousing the 
inward beauty that everyone says is most 
important. Hmmm. We hear that what matters 
most is what’s on the inside, contrary to internet 
trolls, Hollywood, and society’s expectation of a 
perfect size, a perfect shape, a perfect house, a 
perfect relationship, yada yada yada. 

What does that have to do with Christmas? 
Indulge me as I lead to a point, I hope. 

We hear, say, and teach that Christmas is in the 
heart; that our outward appearance, clothing, 
accessories, or even beards are not what make 
great portrayers, performers or whatever we 
choose to call ourselves. If we don’t hold 
Christmas in our hearts, and if we don’t act with 
integrity, it will show on the outside. It’s one of 
the first things we hear when we begin our own 
journey, and one of the first things we say to 
someone just starting out. 

I’m looking closer at the In Memoriam page. So 
many names. Perhaps because I was in Gatlinburg 
when Debra Ann became ill and passed shortly 
after, I’ve looked back on my own interactions 
with her and others who are no longer with us. I 

was glad I had a chance to say a 
quick hello to her and exchange a 
smile. The In Memoriam page 
reminds me of how many wonderful hearts have 
moved on, and I pray that we not only remember 
them, but learn from them.  

Here’s an odd analogy. Remember the movie and 
TV show The Highlander? A tale about an 
immortal who battles other immortals, and 
whomever wins the fight gets the other’s power 
and lives to fight another day. The power was 
never lost when someone died, but transferred to 
the one remaining to make that person stronger 
and better. 

Where do the Christmas hearts go of those we’ve 
said goodbye to? Do we let their love and passion 
for Christmas fade with them, or do we take it 
inside us to make us stronger, more 
compassionate, more tolerant, more loving, more 
‘Christmas?’ 

There is a lot of ‘heart’ they left for us to absorb. 
They don’t need it where they are now; they are 
filled beyond imagination. They entrusted us with 
their Christmas hearts, and we can honor them by 
making sure their hearts for Christmas become a 
part of ours. We will have no other choice but to 
grow an even stronger community. Our future has 
never been brighter; our future has never been 
more inspired. 

Deanna lives in Cave Creek, AZ, and is a member of the 
affiliated Arizona Santas, Mrs. Claus and Elves Chapter. She 
serves as IBRBS’ International Secretary. 
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Santa Bob lives in Bowling Green, KY 

As a portrayer of Santa Claus, I have had many sweet and tender moments 
with kids. One such moment occurred during one of my annual Christmas 
visits to Churchill Downs.  

I had had a long and busy day at the track visiting with guests on the general 
concourses, in the dining areas, and in private suites on the various club 
levels. The track representative who had been my host and guide for the day 
said, “Before we finish our rounds I’d like for you to pay a visit to a very 
special little girl and her family.”  I told her I would be delighted to do so. The 
little girl (whom we shall call “Harper”) and her family had spent the day in 
one of the private suites overlooking the track. I grew a bit nervous about 
the visit because I had never before talked with a child who had terminal 
cancer.  

(Continued on page 17) 

A Treasure for Santa 

By Robert “Santa Bob” Karrick 

else has said a word, they all loved the story.  

I learned years ago from the film Funny Girl to 
use humor to cover your insecurities and to 
keep control of uncomfortable situations. I 
studied Carol Burnett incessantly, these were 
my kind of performers, not beauties but they 
had a song to sing or a comedy sketch to 
perform. They just played it on their own terms 
and embraced their uniqueness. I guess, in 
hindsight, I learned a great deal from them.  

Jocelyn lives in Tulsa with her husband, Santa Bob 
Bulick, and is a member of the Oklahoma Santas 
affiliated Chapter. 

(Polar Plunge, Continued from page 12) 

It really touched me 
that the girl most 

deserving of 
everyone’s attention 
at that point in her 
life was performing 
a selfless act for a 

friend. 

https://toysforsanta.com/?target=%22_blank%22


 

© 2019 IBRBS May 2019  15 

855-799-5225 

Gigs/Jobs ~ HireSanta.com 

Since ancient times, storytelling has been the 
bridge that connected people, cultures, nations, 
and more. It brought comfort to the ailing, 
laughter to the downtrodden, and news that the 
king was dead. 

There were no radios, televisions, Internet or cell 
phones. There were just fascinating (albeit 
somewhat eccentric) people on mules known as 
Storytellers. 

Sometimes storytelling is perceived strictly as a 
children's event or as being just entertainment. 
That's a misnomer. While it certainly can be 
entertaining, it is so much more. It's how we can 
learn, how we can connect as human beings, how 
we can perceive the world and our role within it. 
Storytelling is life at its finest, because around the 
Fire of Story we come into Sacred Space where we 
are accepted and loved just on the grounds of 
being. Nothing is asked of you by the storyteller 
beyond your listening with open hearts and 
minds. 

Sometimes people ask me, "Will I be changed by 
the story?" and I just smile because in my heart I 
am whooping "Yes! Yes! If you are lucky you will 
be changed forever!" 

Once Upon a Time When There Were Stories 

By Susi Wolf 

Story is a verb. Story is 
active. Story is participatory 
and will quietly make its way 
into your presence and 
follow you forever. 

Story returns unexpectedly. Even if you pay no 
attention to a teller, the story goes into your heart 
and returns at the precise moment you need it 
most. People just don't realize Story claims them 
even when they are preoccupied. 

Often the question arises "When did you become 
a storyteller" and I reply, "When I was born." It is 
a gift. It is a need. And it is innate to the very 
makeup of being a human. 

And it is in all of us. 

I firmly believe everyone-men, women, children, 
and selected wolves-are storytellers. It's in 
everything we do regardless what we call it. 
Monday morning in the office is spent discussing 
what happened over the weekend. Dating is just 
mutual storytelling until it catches fire. Families 
talking about "when I was your age" or "whatever 
happened to your crazy Aunt Ethel" demonstrate 
the very core of oral tradition. There's not a 
culture (past or present) that doesn't exhibit 
storytelling as essential. There's not a spiritual 
belief system that doesn't embrace storytelling as 
its foundation. 

So come join us in Story. You are invited and 
welcomed into this ancient tradition. Who knows? 
You just might end up telling stories yourself! 
 
May each of you live happily ever after. 
 
Susi Wolf – Albuquerque, NM 
Copyright © 2019 

https://HireSanta.com?target=%22_blank%22
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The motto of the Army National Guard is "Always 
Ready, Always There," and that’s exactly how 
Silvia conducts her life. The motto of the Arizona 
branch of the Army National Guard is "Protecting 
What Matters," which explains Silvia’s 
commitment to our projects. She knows what we 
do is part of a bigger picture. It’s about values. It’s 
about helping those who can’t help themselves. 
It’s about providing hope to the hopeless. It’s 
about believing in those who are not even 
acknowledged. 

It’s also about “family” in the grandest sense of 
the word. The bonds that develop with those we 
serve and the various organizations that partner 
with us are real, unconditional, and run deep. 

(Secret Life, Continued from page 10) 
Silvia has made us part of her personal family by 
recruiting her mother (Elf Gladys), her father (Elf 
Leo), and her four-year-old daughter (Elf in 
Training Eva). 

Thank you, Elf Silvia for your service. You are 
sincerely loved and appreciated by all of us. 

*SFC Silvia Herrera Silvia’s commitment was 
recognized when she was elected to the Board of 
Positive Network Alliance (PNA), the non-profit 
that produces all of our Christmas events. Besides 
working full time for the Arizona Army National 
Guard, Silvia has been taking nursing courses and 
is the owner of an Infant Swimming Resource 
training center in the Northwest Valley.  

Santa Pat de Haan lives in Glendale, AZ, and is a member of 
the Arizona Santas, Mrs. Claus & Elves affiliated Chapter. 

http://christmasperformerworkshops.com/?target=%22_blank%22
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When I entered the suite it wasn’t difficult to 
identify Harper. Though beautiful, her sweet little 
bald head was covered with a cap and she was 
quite pale. Harper was surrounded by a group of 
children who were talking while watching her 
paint another little girl’s fingernails with a 
glittering Christmas red polish. The adults in the 
suite were standing around in small groups 
chatting about the last race, drinking beverages, 
and eating their catered food. Everyone’s face lit 
up when I entered the room, all except Harper’s. 
She briefly looked my way but quickly refocused 
her attention on applying the shiny polish. It really 
touched me that the girl most deserving of 
everyone’s attention at that point in her life was 
performing a selfless act for a friend. 

(Treasure, Continued from page 14) 
I walked over and knelt down beside Harper, 
asking “How are you doing today?” She barely 
noticed me, said nothing, and went back to 
applying the polish. “Are you excited about 
Christmas this year? Is there anything in particular 
you would like Santa to bring you?” No answer. I 
told Harper I was sorry she had been so sick and I 
promised to pray for her every day. I longed to do 
something meaningful for Harper right then, and 
it was clear that it would not involve toys or tinsel. 
So, with her parent’s permission, Santa paused 
and prayed.  

After my prayer, I asked Harper if she would like a 
candy cane, and she nodded her head ever so 
slightly “yes.” I handed out candy canes to 
everyone in the room and started to make my 
way out. One little boy said, “I hear bells ringing, 
but I don’t see them. Where are they?” The 
tinkling sound was the result of two brass bells I 
carry in each of my front pockets so Santa will 
jingle when he walks. Reaching into my pants 
pocket, I pulled out a bell and established a new 
tradition right then and there.  

“These are the bells that were on my sleigh last 
Christmas,” I told the small boy. “I replace them 
every year with new bells and carry the old ones 
in my pockets to give to special boys and girls.” 
Having said that, I walked across the room to 
Harper and said, “You are the most special person 
I have met today. This bell is for you. Would you 
like to have one of Santa’s sleigh bells?” With an 
almost angelic voice Harper replied, “Yes.” She 
slowly lifted the bell out of my palm and held it 
close to her chest as if it was a great treasure. And 
she smiled. In that moment I knew that the 
memory of my brief connection with Harper was a 
treasure I would never forget.  
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Cotton State Santas: The Chapter met April 27, 2019 and 
had a great time at the Rattlesnake Saloon in Tuscumbia. 

Heart of Virginia Jolly Old Elves and Friends: On May 
4th, a group of Christmas entertainers gathered for lunch 
at the La Villa Italian Restaurant in Lynchburg, VA. This 
was the beginning of a new affiliated Chapter, the "Heart 
of Virginia Jolly Old Elves and Friends."  The Chapter was 
voted on and approved at the IBRBS Board Meeting on 
5/8/19.  Welcome aboard! 

Meetings, Gatherings, and Features 

http://www.cs-ne.com/?target=_new
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Meetings, Gatherings, and Features 

Arizona Santas, Mrs. Claus and Elves: Fun times and a great 
turnout at Hibachi Grill on March 16. We enjoyed getting our 
name badges and are proud to wear them! 

MidSouthern Santa Society: Thank you all who attended 
our MidSouthern Santa Society IBRBS affiliated Chapter 
meeting April 20! Great turnout for Easter weekend 
(about 1/2 at 21 people). It was fun sharing with those 
who couldn't go to Gatlinburg, and we made plans to 
attend the ISC2020 Atlanta. Prayers for those who need 
our love and attention and God's special hand, especially 
Charlie Barnett for his upcoming surgery. 

Pikes Peak Santas: Gathering April 9, 2019 in Colorado 
Springs, CO. 

Cape Cod Gathering: Santa George Martin 
shares this update about the recent Cape Cod 
Gathering. We had a wonderful time at The 
Cape Codder Resort with swimming in the 
inside water park on Saturday with all the 
children, our Penny Social raffle and 50/50 
Split, he pot raffle as well as our live auction. 
We raised a total of $3590.00 for St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital. We had a sing 
along and many workshops as well as s’mores 
one evening. A wonderful time was had by all.   
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The Georgia Metro Santas chapter of IBRBS met on April 6, 2019 for their Spring meeting at the 
HotNCold Buffet in Snellville, Georgia. A lively group of 27 members and four visitors (and now new 
members!) enjoyed a hearty luncheon and group chat before the business began.  

Our President Bill Stafford started the meeting with the Santa Oath penned by Phillip L. Wenz. This 
helps to put us in the spirit and frame of mind no matter what the weather or season! We are Santas 
and Mrs. Claus all year. After the Oath everyone got a chance to speak to introduce themselves and to 
tell any short story or share an experience they have encountered. This keeps us all connected to 
each other.  

Mrs. Santa Clareon Shirling 
brought the Mrs. Clauses up 
to date on the “Not So Secret 
Mrs Santa’s Sisterhood” 
group and explained that a 
meeting would be 
forthcoming. This is a group 
of ladies in the Atlanta area 
who meet to provide service 
to others. 

Santa Bob Naumann, our Vice President and Webmaster explained that the membership portal will 
be updated in May along with some visual enhancements as requested by some of the members. We 
appreciate Bob working on the website for us and we know it is not an easy task. We voted that the 
basic data we provide (name, email) will be allowed on the member’s portal. 

Santa Joe (Jeaux) Pridgen told us all about the Santa reunion and parade in Gatlinburg, TN. He 
explained that the reunion is held there every two years and that the Santas are the only group 
allowed to have a parade in Gatlinburg! He said the classes were great, the vendors were many and 
the parade was magnificent  (of course he was a hit riding on top of his decorated truck in a sleigh!). 
This is an event we should all plan to attend in 2021. 

Santa Rick Rosenthal then told us about the 2020 gathering in Atlanta! This is an event we all want to 
get involved with since it will be in our own back (or front) yard. It will be April 23 – 25th at the Grand 
Hyatt in Buckhead. To reserve a room at the discounted rate of $129 a night, call the hotel and use 
the code g-sanb. 

Our next meeting will once again be at the HotnCold Buffet in Snellville, GA at 11:00 AM on Saturday 
July 13, 2019. All Santas and Mrs. and Elves are invited!   

Georgia Metro Santas Start Spring on a Jolly Note 
By Louise Stafford, Chapter Secretary 
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SoCal Santas: March gathering of the SoCal Santas. 

A Different Point of View  
for Holiday Education 

 

June 21-23, Durham, NC 
July 19-21, Fresno, CA 

September 13-15, Tulsa, OK 

Visit: SantaNana.com / Write: SNHU@SantaNana.com 

Meetings, Gatherings, and Features 

South Shore Santas: Southern New Jersey has spawned a 
group of Christmas Entertainers as a new IBRBS affiliated 
Chapter has begun. The South Shore Santas are on their 
way to becoming another active group. Santa Ross Reed 
has taken over as the lead and promises great things to 
come. They met in the Atlantic City area recently and are 
an enthusiastic group!  

You Sleigh Me: The beginnings of another IBRBS 
affiliated Chapter, You Sleigh Me, located in Northwest 
PA. Wendy Lance has taken the lead and has big plans 
for the Summer with this enthusiastic group!  

Colonial Santas: A joyful gathering of Christmas Entertainers 
was held in March at the Peking Restaurant in Williamsburg, 
VA. This after-Christmas tradition was well attended and all 
had a wonderful time. The Colonial Santas Chapter of IBRBS 
is alive and well in the Commonwealth of Virginia!  
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Santa Family Reunion, March 2019, Gatlinburg, TN 

Photography by Shannon Lee Settles 

Meetings, Gatherings, and Features 

http://mastersanta.com/?target=%22_blank%22
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 VA’s improvements to Veteran community care under MISSION Act on track for June 6 implementation   

 VA ensures Veterans have same-day access to emergency mental health care  

 VA National Cemetery Administration partners with Carry The Load to honor Veterans and their families   

 VA increases contracting with Service-Disabled and Veteran-Owned Small Businesses: 5% growth in goals are first since 

FY 2010   

 VA researcher receives career award for contributions in hearing loss  

 VA continues community suicide-prevention challenge   

 VA and National Multiple Sclerosis Society join forces to enhance health care services for Veterans   

For more information, visit: https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/  

Veterans Corner—Recent News Releases 

Our Christmas Community honors those  

who have taken their last sleigh ride. 

Stanley A. McKay (FL) 
Jan. 27, 2018 

Paul Phillip Bramhall (ME) 
Feb. 3, 2019 

Stephen Mark Trummer (WI) 
Feb. 4, 2019 

Gerri Torres (CA) 
Feb. 15, 2019 

Myron “Mick”Nagle (MN) 
Feb. 24, 2019 

Peter H. Graham (MO) 
Feb. 26, 2019 

Paul St. Marie 
Mar. 15, 2019 

Eugene Johnson (WA) 
Mar. 16, 2019 

Larry Dahm (CA) 
Mar. 17, 2019 

Debra Ann Gabrelcik (MN) 
Mar. 26, 2019 

David A. Lieurance (WA) 
Mar. 26, 2019 

Robert H. “Bo” Fowler (MD) 
Mar. 29, 2019 

Wayne Overbeck (MO) 
Mar. 30, 2019 

Michael Groman (TX) 
Apr. 2, 2019 

David Eissenberg (TN) 
Apr. 3, 2019 

Hugh Taylor (UT) 
Apr. 8, 2019 

Russell Lake (WV) 
Apr. 9, 2019 

Reginald Sandberg (WA) 
Apr. 9, 2019 

Robert Miller (WI) 
Apr. 12, 2019 

John W. Shoemaker (DE) 
Apr. 18, 2019 

Fred Zimmerman (IN) 
Apr. 18, 2019 

Curtis Moreland (AZ) 
Apr. 20, 2019 

George Snyder (NC) 
Apr. 24, 2019 

Roger Graham (IN) 
Apr. 26, 2019 

 Milton McClesky (TX) 
Apr. 30, 2019 

 

In Memoriam: Last Sleigh Ride 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5235
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5234
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5233
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5232
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5232
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5231
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5230
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5223
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/
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Honorable Mentions for Photo Covers 

Thanks to everyone who submitted a photo for the Cover. You Here are the Honorable Mentions. Be our next star! 

Submit your SUMMER seasonal photo to Newsletter@IBRBSantas.org for the Summer 2019 Newsletter and you may 

find yourself on the cover.  

Photo Requirements: High Resolution (300 dpi), professional-styled photo to fit in an approximate 7.5” wide x 10” high 

frame. Please do not crop—our editorial team will edit as needed. 

Bob Karrick Claude O’Donovan Frank Suerth Gary Iden 

Gerard Leary Jeaux Pridgen 
Kamie Brietenbach 

Kevin Henson Mike & Tammi Ridder Randy Richardson 

Richard Hudson Steve Southard Walt Kaiser 

mailto:Newsletter@IBRBSantas.org
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BUY AND SELL 

Adele’s of Hollywood 
Adelescostumes.com 

Awesome Santa Belts 
Santabelts.com 

Little Darlin's Creations 
LittleDarlinsCreations.com  

North Pole Clothiers 
ASanta4you.com 

SantaSCents 
SantaScents.com 

Santa’s Clauset 
SantasClauset.org 

Santa’s North Pole Outlet 
SantaNPOutlet.com 

Santa’s Wardrobe 
SantasWardrobe.com 

Sew Santa 
SewSanta.com 

The Sewing Elves 
TheSewingElves.com 

Sleigh Master Beard Products 
Sleighmaster.com 

Seats for Santa 
SeatsforSanta.com 

Toys for Santa 
ToysforSanta.com 

Upscale St. Nick 
UpscaleStNick.com 

Wolek's Famous Moustache 
Parlour 
Mustacheparlor.com 

 

JOBS 

AmuseMatte   
805-306-1285 
AMEventPhotos.com 

Cherry Hill Program  
800-969-2440 
CherryHillPhoto.com 

Nationwide Santas  
702-988-9494 
NationwideSantas.com 
 
 

Helpful Links 

LEARN 

Charles W. Howard Santa Claus 
School 
Santaclausschool.com 

Christmas Performer 
Workshops 
Christmasperformerworkshops.com 

Legendary Santa University 
LegendarySantaUniversity.com 

Northern Lights Santa Academy 
Northernlightssantaacademy.com 

Professional Santa Claus School 
Amerevents.com/santa-claus-school 

Santa Claus Conservatory 
The-Santa-Claus-Conservatory.com 

Santa and the Business of                          
Being Santa 
Satbobs.com 

Santa Nana’s Holiday University 
SantaNana.com 

Saint Nicholas Institute 
StNicholasInstitute.org 

School4Santas 
School4santas.com 

 

How are we doing with your 
Newsletter? Send your 

comments to: 
Newsletter@IBRBSantas.org 

http://www.adelescostumes.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.santabelts.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.littledarlinscreations.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.asanta4you.com/creations.html?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.santascents.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://santasclauset.org/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.santanpoutlet.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.santaswardrobe.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.sewsanta.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.thesewingelves.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.sleighmaster.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.seatsforsanta.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.ToysforSanta.Com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.upscalestnick.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.mustacheparlor.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.AMEventPhotos.com?target=%22_blank%22
https://www.cherryhillphoto.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.nationwidesantas.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.santaclausschool.com/?target=%22_blank%22
https://www.christmasperformerworkshops.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.LegendarySantaUniversity.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.northernlightssantaacademy.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.amerevents.com/santa-claus-school?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.the-santa-claus-conservatory.com?target=%22_blank%22
https://www.satbobs.com/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.SantaNana.com?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.stnicholasinstitute.org/?target=%22_blank%22
http://www.school4santas.com/?target=%22_blank%22
mailto:Newsletter@IBRBSantas.org

